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Loople Sendai
“Tanabata Night Bus”

Visit all of the nighttime events along the Loople
Sendai route on this special Tanabata Night Bus!

Days of Operation: Aug. 6—8

Timetable: Runs every 20 minutes from 17:20.
The last bus departs from the Sendai Station

at 21:00.
Fare: Adults ¥260 / Children ¥130
Main Stops:
2-2-2-82-82
R OO TIPS oo o

>k Loople Sendai will operate as usual during the day.

* A one-day Loople Sendai pass, one-day pass for the Loople Sendai and
Subway, Sendai Marugoto pass, SENDAI AREA PASS, IC card (icsca, Suica,
PASMO) Senior pass, and Fureai pass can be used.

Q  loople-sendai.jp
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Wishing Upon
the Seven Ornaments

Becoming familiar with the seven paper orna-
ments, or “Nanatsu-Kazari,” is an essential part
of understanding Tanabata. Each of the orna-
ments have a special meaning, and you can find
them throughout the city during the festival!

Y5ff Tanzaku
Paper Strips

Strips of paper bearing written poems that
express the desire to improve one’s studying and
calligraphy skills are an important feature of the
festival. It was customary to use ink made from
the evening dew on the leaves of taro potatoes.

History of the Tanabata Festival

The Tanabata Festival can be traced back to
“The Festival to Plead for Skills” in China,
which features the meeting of Orihime, the
Weaver Princess star, and Hikoboshi, the Cow
Herder star. In Japan, it was adopted by the
Kyoto Imperial Palace during the Heian period
and then gained widespread popularity among
the general public by the early Edo period.
Since the princess was skilled at making handi-
crafts, people expressed their wishes to ac-
quire talents as well by celebrating the meeting
of the two stars.

The Sendai Tanabata Festival was first popu-
larized during the feudal period by Lord Date
Masamune as a means to raise awareness of
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Paper Kimono

Paper kimonos are created to wish for improved
sewing and artistic skills. The kamigoromo used
to be released into the river at the end of the fes-
tival to wish for the safe and healthy growth of
children, although this component of the custom
is no longer practiced.
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Paper Crane

Paper cranes are made to wish for the long and
healthy lives of one’s family members. It is cus-
tomary to fold as many paper cranes as the age
of the oldest member of the household.
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Purse

During this festival, a purse represents the wish
for wealth, thriftiness, and the flourishing of busi-
nesses.

the importance of women’s roles in culture. The
features of Sendai‘s Tanabata changed after
the Meiji Restoration and the introduction of the
solar calendar system. With the advent of the
First World War and the serious recession that
followed, the citizens of Sendai were disheart-
ened and weary. In 1927, merchants decorated
the town with large Tanabata streamers in an
effort to raise peoples’ spirits. Having touched
the hearts of Sendai’s residents, the Tanabata
Festival was reinvented. Presently, the Sendai
Tanabata Festival is considered one of the
three major festivals in the Tohoku region, with
over 2 million visitors coming to enjoy the fes-
tivities over the course of the 3-day event.

fﬁ,‘ﬁa Toami
Catching Net

A catching net expresses a wish for large hauls of
fish to be caught. The toami net also represents
the desire to “catch” good fortune.

ﬂk;ﬁ Fukinagashi

Streamers
Representing old weaving yarn, the fukinagashi
symbolize Orihime (the star “Vega”). These

streamers are made to wish for improved handi-
craft and weaving skills.

E% Kuzukago
Waste Basket

A paper waste basket is also made to wish for
cleanliness and frugality. The paper waste that
results from making the various Tanabata decora-
tions is placed in this basket.
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Miyagi Museum of Art @

International Center Subway Station /
Miyagi Museum of Art

<

Fireworks

16,000 fireworks will be launched on the
eve of the Sendai Tanabata Festival to
commemorate the start of the festivities!

© Aug. 5 19:15—20:30
© Nishi Park Area

*Rain or shine / will be cancelled in the event
of stormy weather

Sendai International

Center @

Sendai City Museum/Sendai International Center/
Sendai Ryokusaikan Visitor Center /

Sendai Miyagi
City Hall Prefectural
[ ] Office @
Sendai Jozenji-dori A
Mediatheque Sendai City Hj Retodal
Park

Sendai Tokyo Electron|
Mediatheque iall Miyagi
[ ]

Jozenji-dori Ave.
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Paper Crane .
Streamers

Tens of thousands of brightly
colored handmade paper
cranes will be strung up
outside the Fujisaki Depart-
ment Store! A great photo
spot for sure!
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«Site of Sendai Castle

@ Sendai Ryokusaikan
Visitor Center

Bansuisodo
[ ]

Tanabata Night Event

@ Aug. 6-8 17:45-20:40
© Sife of Sendai Castle

© Jul 20—Aug. 31 19:00—21:00
® Sife of Sendai Castle
Climbing Road

Site of Sendai Castle

*k Some events may be canceled due to weather.

Kurax@
Squgiaisfitr’]"e"ay Aoba-dori Ave.
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SENDAI LUMINACT Bansuisodo

© Aug. 6—8 Event hours: 11:00-21:00 / Light-up hours: 17:00-21:00

Oimawashi Summer Festival

© Aug. 6—8 Stage event from 17:00 / Bon Odori dance from 18:30

Date Romanesque (samurai perfon.'mance) ® Sendai Ryokusaikan

www.more-jam.com/en/dateromanesque/ticket .

Visitor Center
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Sendai Castle Ruins Date Koro lllumination Path Zuihoden

Tanabata Night Event

© Aug. 6-8 17:30—20:30
® Zuihoden Mausoleum

Zui n
Mausoleum

@ Zuihoden
Mausoleum

s e e e ey

© 10:00—20:00

Higashi
ibaﬁiho [
Square

Denryoku
Building @

14" Aoba-dori
I Ichibancho Sta.
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a=x_|chibancho
== Subway Station

Festival Square

Tanzaku-making Workshop /

Tourist Information Center / resting spot
© Aug. 6-8 10:00-17:00

Beer Market with Popular Restaurants
@ Aug. 5-8 10:00-21:00

*On August 5 (Mon.) from 17:00, and on August

8 (Thu.) until 20:00.

© 10:00—20:00
© 10:00—20:00

@ Sendai Chamber
of Commerce
and Industry

I\./\itsui Gardeﬁ Hotel Sendai

N\ Hirose-dori
ubway Station

@ Koyo Grand Hotel

Nishikicho
Park

P4
g
Q
<
%
3.
%
<
3.
o
9
Z
®

p— o
Sendai Tanabata

Suzume Odori Dance

The Sendai Tanabata Suzume Odori dance
parade will be held at Ikoi Koji Alley and
Sakai Koji Alley, which connect Marble Road
Omachi Shopping Street and the back street
of Vlandome Ichibancho Shopping Street.

© Aug. 7 18:30—20:00
© lkoi Koji & Sakai Koji

©10:00—20:00

2 ©10:00—18:00

© 10:00-20:00

Lets find
the gold prize winners!

Did you know that the Tanabata dec-
orations are actually judged? The
results are announced by the eve-
ning of Aug. 6, so let’s search for the
gold, silver, and bronze prize tags
and find the winners ourselves!
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[ Tanabata Decorations

FEE Display Area

i

@ Tanabata Information Center
@ First-Aid Station
@ Temporary Police Station

Loople Sendai Bus Stop

i-sendai.jp

SENDAI TOURIST
INFORMATION DESK
(i-SENDAI )

Tourist Information w
Multilingual Support
Local Experiences /~

J/ 080-2815-8321

M support@i-sendai.jp
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Operating Hours 10:00-19:00
3-2-17, Fujisaki Main Bldg 1F,
Ichibancho, Aoba-ku, Sendai, Miyagi
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